STATEWIDE ANTI-WAR MOBILIZATION PLANNED FOR MARCH 18TH,  NEW HAVEN

 

The War in Iraq has raged for 3 years with no end in sight. Torture, spying, secret military tribunals, illegal renditions – as the U.S. descends ever deeper into a war it cannot win, these brutal words enter the mainstream of American politics. 

 

The U.S. occupation continues to be the main source of violence in Iraq, making targets of 140,000 rank-and-file soldiers who only yesterday served part-time in the National Guard or populated the neglected classrooms of American cities and towns. More than 2,300 U.S. soldiers have been violently killed and 10,000 are seriously wounded. Their fate is shared by hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilians. 

 

Those Iraqis who have thus far survived aerial bombardment, invasion, and the daily violence and indignity of occupation must often make do without clean water, adequate food supplies, sewage removal or electricity. War profiteers like Bechtel and Halliburton seem unwilling to part with the billions in federal reconstruction contracts to provide for even basic human needs. Unemployment is rampant. Consumer goods are scarce.  

 

The ballooning price tag of this bloodshed has reached $240 billion and is rising at a rate of $3,000 per second. Money hemorrhages from the budgets of U.S. cities and states to cover the cost of war. Budget cuts are felt in ways large and small, from the abortive federal response to Hurricane Katrina to the evaporation of federal grants and services in urban centers across the nation. The state of Connecticut has lost $6 billion to the war; the city of New Haven has lost $115 million; Hartford, $95 million. 

 

Yet in Washington there is no talk of relief. The U.S. policy in the Middle East of sanctions, bombardment, invasion, occupation and privatization has never been so reckless. Despotic warlords rule over Afghanistan with the blessing of the Bush Administration. Separation walls, trenches, checkpoints, housing demolitions, and “targeted assignations” in Palestine receive $5 billion of U.S. financial support per year – an astounding 30% of total U.S. foreign aid. Meanwhile, the drumbeats resound for war in Iran from hawks nestled in think tanks and cabinet posts. 

 

There will be no end to the occupation of Iraq until a powerful movement emerges to demand it. Mass mobilization in the streets is a tactic to break through the media blackout of the war, shatter the restrictive parameters of the public debate, and forcefully express the sentiment of millions of Americans whose views are otherwise totally absent from the usually stage-managed discourse.

 

On March 18, 2006, Connecticut United For Peace and activists from around the state invite you to join them on the streets of New Haven to demand the immediate withdrawal of U.S. soldiers from Iraq and an end to the government’s catastrophic policy in the Middle East. We further demand an end to domestic spying and to the scapegoating of Arabs, Muslims and immigrants -- which does nothing but exploit national fears to justify the failed occupation. 

 

The support of your organization will boost our efforts to make this the largest demonstration of its kind in more than a generation. If you would like to volunteer some time and energy to the organizing effort, please call 860-538-3920 or e-mail bringthetroopshomenow@comcast.net. If your organization would like to appear as an endorser for the march, please call 860-833-2938 or e-mail megscata@yahoo.com. For more information, visit www.ctunitedforpeace.org. 

 

End the War in Iraq! Bring the Troops Home Now! 

 

 

